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SECT. XVI.

OF  BISMUTH,

History. I, J. HE ores of this metal are very few in number, and
occur chiefly in Germany. This, in some measure, ac-
counts for the ignorance of the Greeks and Arabians^
neither of whom appear to have been acquainted with
bismuth. The German miners, however, seem to haVe
distinguished it at a pretty early period, and to have
given it the name of bismuth ; for Agricola, in his trea-
tise intitled Bermannus, written at least as early as"
1529, describes it under that name as well known in
Germany, and considers it as a peculiar metal. The
miners gave it also the name of tectum argenti; and
appear to have considered it as silver beginning to form,
and not yet completed*. Mr Pott collected in his dis-
sertation on bismuth every thing respecting it contain-
ed in the writings of the alchy mists. Beccher seems to
have been the first chemist who pointed out some of its s
most remarkable properties. Pott's dissertation, pub-
lished in 1739, contained an account of its habitudes
with different chemical substances. Several additional
facts were given by Neuman in his chemistry, by He!-
lot, and Dafay ; but Geoffrey, junior, was the first who

*Ivonig's Reunion Minerals, p. So, Even so late us the end of the
J7th century it was considered ?.s a species of lead. There are three
kinds of lead, says Etmuller ; namely, common lead, tin, and bismuth.
Bismuth approaches nearest to silver, Etmuller's Chemistry, p, 3*1-